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IN 2006 SPAIN overtook the United States in having the
per capita number of cocaine users in the world. In 2007 well
over 2.5 tonnes of cocaine was seized at Madrid's Barajas airport
alone and it has been estimated that 94% of all euro notes
circulating in Spain have traces of the drug. In 2005 the country
accounted for half of all the seizures of cannabis resin in Europe
and three quarters of the total amount seized. Spain, quite
clearly, is at the forefront of the European war against drugs. >
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the drugs

Amphetamines, Ecstasy & LSD
Thes resyminctc rugstiakamula trecel

awareness. Generally,synthetic drugs are taken in pill
form, but they can also be snorted and, less commonly,
injected or smoked.

In 2005 world production of synthetic drugs was

past year. It is often associated with young people and
the clubbing scene.

Cannabis
The most commonly used llicit drug in the world
over 13 million Europeans will have used it during
the past 30 days. Known by a variety of names,
such as marijuana, hashish, ganja and skunk, it is a
psychoactive product of the plant cannabis sativa.
Whilst it has some medicinal qualities, it is mainly
used as a recreational drug and is most commonly
smoked, inhaled over a vaporiser or consumed orally.
Astudy published in the British medical journal
The Lancet in 2007 stated that cannabis users have.
onaveragea 4% greatr sk of develoing psychosis
than non-users. It can cause short mory
loss, ety panic atacks and educe dextertyand
reaction times.

Cocaine
Cocaine s used as a recreational drug, aithough crack
cocaine (the much stronger version) is normally used

addictive. Cocaine produces a short-lived feeling
of exhilaration, whilst crack cocaine dangerously
produces a brief ‘intensity of pleasure completely
outside the normal range of human experience’
After cannabis, cocaine i the world’s most
trafficked drug with global seizures in 2005
amounting to 756 tonnes. Over 12 million Europeans
(sbout 4% of the adult population) have tried cocaine
atleast once in their ifetime.

Opiods (Mainly Heroin)

Heroinis normallyithr browo the much arer
‘whit'heroin from South East Ass. A ighly aclicive
and harmiul drug,heroin produces asenée of
cuphoria and wellbeing (damorphine being 23 times
more potent than morphine),followed by extremely
unpleasant and powerfulwithdrawalsymptoms
Heroin s 3150 associated with HIVIAIDS hepstits,

tonnes of opium were produced worldwide in 2006
- with (incredibly) 92% still coming from Afghanistan
and the rest, mainly,from Myanmar.
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“4isten to me, and please listen well
When you ride with cocaine, you are
headed for hel

‘Anon (wwweocaine org)

A cocane addict can exly spend
1,000 euros a weekend to

Vicente Pa Escola
e cronto Proyec Hombre

“There is more cocaine in Spain than
inany other European country”
FranciscoVerdu Asensi

Vice-president ofthe Spanish Assocation for
the study of Drug Addiction
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e working with drug addicts since 1991.
Itis my ife's work and intensely important to me.
first encountered drug problems with my friends
many years ago and | saw first-hand the terrible
effects they had - not just on my immediate friends,
but also upon their utterly devastated families.
Rehabilitating drug addicts s sensitive, delicate work
that requires the careful long-term
relationship of trust. To young drug addicts | become
a proxy ‘fatherfigure, whilst with older addicts
1 become something between a coundillorand a
caring elder ‘brother’

bviously, | become an intricate part of the new

lives that the rehabilitating addicts need to construct
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For me,tis always a source of great joy when
someone manages to conquer their drug addiction.
Howeveralltoo often, addicts return to take drugs
‘again when something bad occurs to destabilise
them. As a society we need to properly understand

e drugs cause and to change
radically our mentality about what isand is
not acceptable.”
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