
~ Of course, the Moors were not 

restricted to merely intellectual 

matters. Born in Cordoba, the 

immensely gifted Abu al Quasim (AI 

Zahrawi) is considered the 'father 

of modern surgery', whilst Ibn Zoar 

(Avensoar) 10gl -1161, from Seville, 

was practising as one of the greatest 

physicians of the Middle Ages. He used 

inhaled anaesthetics, was an expert on 

anatomy and wrote books that, when 

translated into Latin, lasted until the 

18th century. Of his contemporaries, al­

Bayta wrote on drugs and medicinal 

plants, whilst al-Nafis was the first 

person to discover the pulmonary 

circulation of blood. 

As well as propagating huge medical 

advances, the Moors were also famous 

as astronomers and mathematicians. 

Indeed, algebra comes from the Arabic 

al-jabra and the preViously unknown 

Eastern concept of 'zero' was introd uced 

into Europe through Spain. The 

Moors' keen interest in mathematics 

produced men like al-Zarquali (Arzachel) 

from Toledo. Prodigiously gifted, he 

contributed to the Toledan Tables, 

developed a flat astrolabe, astronomical 

instruments and tables of longitude 

and latitude. The Moors' curiosity even 

extended to flight, with Ibn Firnas 

making the first scientific attempt to 

fly (in a controlled manner) in 875. And 

fly he did - although the landing was 

less successful. 

Of course, the Moors were nothing 

if not practical and also introduced to 

Spain new crops such as rice, hard wheat, 

cotton, oranges, lemons, sugar and 

cotton. Just as importantly, they brought 

an intimate knowledge of irrigation 

techniques, together with sophisticated 

weaVing, metal working and paper 

making. All of this was complemented 

by the skills required to produce 
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staggeringly ornate and complicated 

interior decoration for buildings such 

as Granada's gorgeous Alhambra or 

Cordoba's Mezquita. 

The Moors' long-term influence 

largely derived from the rapid 

translation of Arabic texts into Latin 

as the Reconquista advanced. This 

allowed their accumulated knowledge 

to be dispersed throughout Europe. 

Gradually, the Moors' ideas permeated 

into Western culture and helped to 

light a fuse that led Europe into the 

Renaissance and out of the intellectual 

and physical gloom of the Dark Ages. 

Of course, any denial of the Moors' 

importance is difficult for a modern 

day 'Spanish Reg' - who would be 

reminded of their influence every 

single day. Even the very words he uses 

are peppered with Arabic - hola (from 

Allah), ojala (from in sha'allah) and 

even Madrid (from majrit) to name 

just a few. So: 'What did the Moors 

ever do for us?' Come on, Reg - we 

shouldn't even need to ask ... 
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