
~ Spanish national government, the 
first time such an action had occurred 
since Spain became a democracy 
under the 1976 constitution. 

The full extent and implications 
of the corruption in Marbella are still 
coming to light. In July 2007 Judge 
Torres announced that he was charging 
eighty-six people in connection with 
fraud and corruption in the city. Of 
these, two are former mayors and 
twenty were past councillors. The 
remainder rank amongst the elite of 
Marbella and range from lawyers and 
businessmen through to developers 
and politicians. 

As for Marbella itself, incredibly, 
not a single school or health centre 
has been built in fifteen years and 
a 'floating' permanent population 
estimated to have ballooned to around 
160,000 people is surviving on an 
infrastructure that has not changed 
since 1991. To make matters worse, 
under mayor Gil y Gil, Marbella 
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council paid neither social security 
contributions nor tax for its workforce 
- which expanded from 400 in 1991 to 
3,200 in 2006. 

It is estimated that Marbella is now 
saddled with accumulated debts of 
around €200 million, hampering any 
possible rectification of the town's 
traumatised infrastructure. This, of 
course, is the final insult to those 
worrying themselves sick about the 
legality of their homes, terrified that 
theirs might be one of the properties 
scheduled for demolition. 

But perhaps the biggest scandal 
is that endemic corruption within 
Marbella had been widely known 
about for years by those living and 
working on the Costa del Sol. How 
was it, therefore, that it took so long 
for anything to be done? What it all 
seems to point to is an element of high­
level, institutional collusion ... with the 
distinct possibility that this particular 
story is very far from over. F3 

Partners in wine: 
Roca and Gil at 
theheighf of 
their powers 




